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Assessment of Environmental Condition of Kashan with SWOT

Hakimeh Khalif Poor'* , Afshin Ebrahimi?, Mohammad Mehdi Amin®

Abctract

Human economic activities development, population growth and men dependence on exploitation of
environmental resource, had made more and more constraints for survival of nature and living resources.
Today,these issues not only in metropolises but also in the developing cities ,has grown substantialy.
One of the ways to deal with these challenges is consideration of environment planning. Environmental
planning is a process to facilitate decision making, which provides a strategic framework for achieving
sustainable results. Kashan is the second populous city in Isfahan province and because of industrial
growth ,it faces numerous environmental problems. Therefore, in this study used SWOT for surveing
environmental situation of Kashan. Internal factors (strengths and weakness) and external factors
(opportunites and threats) in this method collected through study of documents and use of experts
opinions. Scores of internal factors and external factors Using the IFE and EFE matrixs became 2.65 and
2.14 respectively which showed that , the pattern of environmental Kashan situation follows diversity
pattern. According to the definition of this pattern, we should formulate strategies that prevent threats
with maximum use of strengths. Results in this study showed that although Kashan has potentials ,for
example the geographical tourist location and proximity to two metropolises(Tehran and Isfahan),
problems such as population over growth and environmental pollution are main obstacles for its
devel opment.

Keywor ds: Environmental planning, Srategic planning, SWOT, IFE and EFE, Kashan
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